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Dear Mr. Zing: | 

; This will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of April 17, 1953, in which you request the opinion of this 
office with rerard to an interpretation of some of the provisions of 
the Firemen's Retirement System (RSA 102, es anended). 


| You first refer to RSA 102:13, as 
amended, which sets the ages for voluntary and compulsory retirement 
and request out opinion as to whether permanent firemen must retire from 
-active duty upon reaching the arse of sixty-five. This section of the 
law was last enended by Laws 1957, chapter 15, section 2. The pertinent 
part of that section'as so amended provides: "All permanent firemen who 
accept the provisions hereof and who have served as permanent firemen 
for twenty years shall retire from active service at the age of sixty 
five." However, section 6 of chapter 15, Laws of 1957, provides: "The 
provisions of section 2 making 14t compulsory for certain firemen. to 
retire from active service at the are of sixty-five shall be effective 
as of January 1, 1959. The remaining provisions of this act shall take 
effect as of July 1, 1957." As you undoubtedly know, the law provided 
for compulsory retirement at the age of seventy rather than at the age 
of sixty-five prior to the above quoted 1957 amendment. Accordingly, 
since the compulsory retirement age of sixty-five does not becone 
effective untilJamay1, 1959, any permanent fireman who will not attain 
age seventy prior to Janunry 1, 1959, may remain on active duty until 
that date. However all permanent firemen who attain age sixty-five on 
or before January 1, 1959 must retire by vat date if they have served 
as permanent firemen for twenty years. 
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Mr. Maurice Zin;;, Secretary 
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- You also ‘State that your understand. 
ing of the definition of the term “permanent fireman" as set forth in 
RSA 102:2, I, includes any permanent member of any fire department who 
contributes to tho Firemen's Retirement System regardless of his classie 
fication in the Department ranging from chief to a probationary fireman: 
member and dinguire as to whether your interpretation 4s correct, 


Our answer | 4s in the affirmative, The 

definition of “permanent fireman" set forth 4n this section includes 

"a private fireman or officer regularly employed on full time duty by. 

any fire department of eny city, town or precinot in the state." This 

is brozd enough to include anyone regulerly. employed on full time duty 
_' by a fire department regardless of his classification. See also RSA 

102215, as amended, which has been reforred to above, the last sentence - 
. of which provides that probationary periods of Ce firemen — en 

be counted as part of their term of service. | , . os 3 ae 


Very truly Vices 





John J, Zizmerman 
Assistant Attorney General 
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